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From Apple Onward: Zhang Guanlu Solo Exhibition

HKREA | Curator: j55 Feng Xi
FFERSE | Opening: 2023.11.4 16:00
FEXTi¢| Opening Forum: 14:00-16:00
K ERE| Host: 1256 Feng Xi
XIKEREE | Guests: B8R . LIRS . JUF . SKNLRE
He Xun, Shen Ruijun, You Yang, Zhang Guanlu
[EHA | Duration: 2023.11.4—2023.12.17

B3 | Venue: 3Ep=S/E Gallery MC

SERTERFEME MG T 2023 F 11 B 4 BEHZARSKMBEE XTI R NN EFER",
REAREANDSERY, EMSARKKMWET 2017-2023 FHEICIHERT 14 4 "ERRF"

RS EER, BREERHZE12B 17 .

"EEERRRIET, BYICAENR
HORFIRE, BTSN
E B LA IETRETARRI S
B RFERIE"

IFAHE/RESRNTR (W) FURBTIFERIE, "FLURAIMIERET" 7% 7 55 50

ik, R REFHAIEREIEX A4 R 210-212 ERTE
210-212 Block A4, North District, OCT-LOFT, Nanshan District, Shenzhen, China
+86 755 8522 1631 info@gallerymc.com  www.gallerymc.cn



GALLERYMC | = B = &
XERRREESER. "BIHTRFEROEE" NEE, NI EREFIABN—3
SRR . REUURSSHEER, BANEEH DR CEEFFHEIREES N ANERT,
EANEEREHREMEANES. SEREBNDNEE, EZMmAEENER, &

ENESHREREE N RBIENSME.

SKULERRY "3ERFRS" FPRERMBHYRRIIMLE N, MAREHAEINMERIERER, LR
PREAF RS RRNVFS. TMEIAENE 20 HESINFEE, FWTIIRZAR, F#
BARTHERSNZEARESRBEREY. PERNSER DR ERNAE,
SKIMEEMER) "R X—MRENGENER, BAXTRASSEXBIMEFIHEEHTH
SR SRMAR. "N ETEERITERARENSFER, BT TR
#., "t R g BEAREESERCE, EERNE, HEREEEFR, 5uE "

mE "+ B8 "NAEFER" .

"NAEER" KIEKMER EREF" PARNRIANSR, BIERHEITORER, A
NMMRRENESPREMENVLEZRIEST TSI, BEHMN "TREX" AREHEAN
BRZANESHNNRO: 158, 254, 3.TAK. 4FEE. 50K, 6.2, 7.4EM
£, 8., 9.F:aptt. EERENANRARSHRNERMAYESE, BFmo AL LAk

NBERAR, EMHN "NANESFER" HOKREKE.

"t B SRTEREARFAAYS B B3R SS FiX

IKFANGARBIHITN, FAARRI=AERE

ik, R REFHAIEREIEX A4 R 210-212 ERTE
210-212 Block A4, North District, OCT-LOFT, Nanshan District, Shenzhen, China
+86 755 8522 1631 info@gallerymc.com  www.gallerymc.cn



GALLERYMC | = pt = @

EARERERSREE"

(B BURHBINIDRITE, UF5IHTRENENKIK, ASLBARSIRIEE
THBRLAYZERE. 2013 &, R (2ARRML) ERA "BRFEE AT FEEARTIERIFEER
S, FHREFERLENE "RE" RIRER, FREEARTIERN "XF" #TTE,
WRLEFR TRERIONE, IEARRERIEISZH T +FEIE. "NANEER" FRKIE
FNEXNNZATWINE, T2 "KUE" SARBMHATFHRLAY "1l . Blt, 2K
RRDT—UMFURRBARZRE, & "BE" T ADSERFE, ARSI, X375
FRBERFEVHCWLEHENZAR, WE+FRNLEESEFERFS, MRS

KIS,

Gallery MC is honored to announce the upcoming launch of artist Zhang Guanlu’s first gallery
solo “From Apples Onward (or Nine Golden Apples as in the Chinese version)” on November 4,
2023. Curated by Feng Xi, the exhibition is to present 14 paintings of Zhang’s “Apple Series”

from 2017 to 2023, and it’1l be on until December 17.

“A second Tiphys will then arise,
and a second Argo to carry chosen heroes;
a second war will be fought,
and great Achilles be sent again to Troy.”

(Translated by H.R. Fairclough)
In the poetic description of the fourth chapter of poet Virgil’s Eclogues, “great Achilles” reflects
how heroes were eulogized and honored in ancient Rome. The imagery of being “sent again to
Troy” is like a golden apple that causes jealousy, greed and fights in mythology and folklore, and
it falls again before everyone from the hand of Eris, the Goddess of Discord, followed by her
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subconscious cunning and charming smile. When the apple becomes the symbol of power and the
beautiful the target of possession, the rivalry between desire and will determines the direction of

different fates.

Zhang Guanlu’s “Apple Series” abstracts the apples from the practical material dimension, and
describes them as the condensate of the value of Cezanne’s painting and the mark of the start and
development of modern art, and also as a clear reference of modernism, which influenced a few
generations of artists in China after its introduction in the 20™ century, and even evoked to be part
of the enlightenment of modern and contemporary art. Ancient Chinese painting rarely worked on
still life as the theme and content of creation, but, through such an image of modernist painting as
“apples”, Zhang embarked on a diverse research and means of exchange on the difference and
commonality between eastern and western painting. “Nine” is the most significant numeral image
in the Chinese context; it’s the pole of yang numbers. “Ten” symbolizes “noble”, meaning fullness
or completeness in interpersonal relationship or some situation, and, as a pond overflows after it’s

full, imperfection is a better state, hence the title “Nine Golden Apples”, instead of “Ten”.

“Nine Golden Apples” (From Apple Onward) exhibits by categorizing Zhang Guanlu’s works

according the different subjects of narrative in his “Apple Series”. The project employs nine sets
of painting logic and approaches edited based on modernist language to sort out nine ports into
contemporary art language from the “modernist” perspective: 1) Edit; 2) still life; 3) female body;
4) Chinese painting; 5) modern; 6) halidom; 7) surreal; 8) equality; 9) revolutionary. According to
the chapter-by-chapter output of Zhang’s personal knowledge system, the exhibition divides his
works into the above-mentioned specimens of thinking, so as to represent the “Nine Golden

Apples”.

“...when now the strength of years has made you a man,
even the trader will quit the sea,

nor will the ship of pine exchange wares...”
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(Translated by H.R. Fairclough)

The following verses in the fourth chapter of Eclogues seem to point out that, as time goes, one
will have to face the change of his identity and occupation. In 2013, by the name of “Tang Xueru”,
he was the editor-in-chief of the ARTTIME magazine who, for the novelty and diversity of every
foreword, began the making of his “Edit” series on paper and published it as the “text” of every
foreword. That was also the start of his painting career, just ten years before this exhibition. As his
first official gallery solo, “Nine Golden Apples” is also a “ceremony” to unveil Zhang’s identity as
an artist. From now on, the world of art will lose an excellent curator Tang Xueru, but instead “see
the rise” of an artist whose philosophy and understanding of and insight into painting are different
from those of art-college graduates or professional painters. This is a man who spent ten years

painting in a self-learning way, and his name is Zhang Guanlu.
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